1/10/10
God’s Good Pleasure

Galatians 1:1-5

Series Key Text: Galatians 5:1

Key Idea: “God’s sovereignty means that He does what He pleases, and He does it right well,”—Ron Dunn


Take a look at Wes’ statement at right. What’s the message there about what it means to be a Christian?

There is always the temptation to replace the all-sufficient work of the cross with our own merit as a way to earn salvation. How does that happen?

There is also the temptation to allow our performance to be the measure of our spiritual maturity rather than the work of the Spirit of God. How does that happen?
1. The heart of the message
The content of verses 3-5 may be summed up like this:

· Grace may now come to you (1:3).

· Glory may now go to God (1:5)

· And both are true because of the sacrifice of Christ (1:4).

2. The Call: What does it mean to be an Apostle?

Definition: Apostle—one who is sent. (See John 13:16)

There are “Big-A” Apostles—The 12, along with Paul.

There are “Little-a” apostles—men and women who had been sent out by a church for a specific service (i.e., Epaphroditus in Philippians 2:25). The best present-day term we have such people is “missionary.”

What set Paul’s Apostleship apart from “little-a” apostleship? (See Galatians 1:1, see also 1 Corinthians 9:1 and 15:8-9; Acts 26:16-17; Galatians 1:16; 2:8; 2 Corinthians 13:10)
What does this “Big-A” Apostleship mean when we read Galatians (or any New Testament letter)?

3. The Content: The gospel of grace and glory

Verse 4: What does it mean to be delivered from the present evil age? (Consider John 17:15 and Colossians 1:13).

Consider two key texts: Romans 12:2 and Galatians 5:1. How does this gospel transform us by grace and give glory to God?
How do you react to this statement? “The freest people of all are those who submit most fully to the authority of Christ in Scripture.
One of the things God did (in His sovereignty) was to have Paul write Galatians, so that Paul could tells us this exciting news: It is God’s good pleasure to give Himself for our sins, to “rescue us from this present evil age,” and to call us into service. He pleases to love us, accept us, to set us free, and to work in our lives in such a way that “all things will work together for good,” (Romans 8:28).


	--Wes





Jesus Christ died to deliver you from the curse of the law—glorious forgiveness!—and He died to deliver you from the conceptions of our age—glorious freedom and independence of mind!


	--Wes








