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Cookie Cutter Christians

Galatians 2:1-10

Chapter 2 of Galatians deals with two issues that trap many Christians fall into at the expense of their freedom and the freedom of others. The issues are these: Legalism and Hypocrisy. They can be defined this way:

· Legalism is right behavior with wrong belief

· Hypocrisy is right belief with wrong behavior.

The answer to both is Freedom.

“The fact is, the church, the community of faith, the very place where are to experience the free life, is also the very place where we are in most danger of losing it.”  --Wes

· How do you react to Wes’ statement?

1. When it comes to salvation and the freedom it brings, there are no conditions. (See Galatians 2:1-5).

· Who was Titus and why was circumcision an issue here?
· Why did some within the church think circumcision was such an important issue?
“Legalism is ultimately working to earn God’s favor, thinking that by doing certain things we are earning or meriting favor before God.”  --Wes

· Is it possible to make good things into bad things by misunderstanding what those good things are for? If “yes,” how so?
“The gospel begins with freedom. It’s freedom first. And from freedom springs the spiritual, moral, responsible life.”  --Wes

· How do you respond to that statement?
2. Freedom is first because of grace. (See Galatians 2:6-10)

“Praying, going to church, giving are good ideas. After all, they’re God’s ideas! But the question must still be asked. Do you do these things to get God’s attention, or do you do these things because God has your attention?”  --Wes

· So, how do you answer that question?
