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Galatians 5:13-25

Read the text—Galatians 5:13-25

The issue: How do we walk by the Spirit and leave the flesh behind?

· Any ideas?

· We have already learned (hopefully) through our studies in Galatians that no amount of rule-making is every going to save us or make us holy. So what are we left with?

“Do you know what the key to Christian living is? . . . You won’t find it in ‘falling smarter not harder.’ It’s not self-salvation and it’s not self-sanctification.”  --Wes

Let’s talk about the “fruit of the Spirit.”


But first note two things:

· 1. It’s “fruit” not “fruits.” These nine qualities are one fruit, not nine fruits.

· 2. It’s the “fruit of the Spirit,” not “fruit of your own making.” That is, this is the work of God in you, not you working for God. 

“You don’t grow this fruit; the Spirit grows this fruit in you.”  --Wes

· See John 15:4-5. How do you respond to Jesus’ words?

“The fruit of the Spirit is the work of God in your life. You need know only one thing—you need only to stay close to Jesus.”  --Wes

· See John 15:8-9

· See also John 15:31-32

· See Galatians 5:13a

“’You were called to freedom. . . . Walk by the Spirit. . . . If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.’ Let Him do His work in you. Let Him develop His fruit in you. Let Him set you free. 


“Paul said, ‘But I say, walk by the Spirit and you will not carry out the desires of the flesh,” (Galatians 5:16). And notice: There are ‘deeds of the flesh,’ (v. 19) and ‘fruit of the Spirit.’ ‘Deeds of the flesh’—that’s all works; ‘fruit of the Spirit’—that’s all grace. We abide in Jesus and all that stuff gets crucified—right on a cross, right where it belongs. All that death-dealing stuff gets crucified.”  --Wes

· How do you react to that statement?

· See Galatians 5:18

“In using the passive voice (‘if you are led’) he [Paul] emphasizes the Spirit’s work, not ours. The Spirit is not a leader like the pace care in the ‘Daytona 500.’ He is a leader like a locomotive on a train. We do not follow in our strength. We are led by His power. So ‘walk by the Spirit’ means stay hooked up to the divine source of power and go wherever He leads.”  --John Piper

· How do you react to Piper’s statement?
