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@st
We aée having We only have
a HUGE sale,
to help toward $68,000
building our |
parking lot! to go
YOU can help us in 3 ways...
1. Donate your items. ( Lightly used or new please! No junk)

2. Help us with set up, clean up, and with working the sale.
3. Come to the sale and BUY, BUY, BUY!!!

We really need to have YOUR help in making the sale a big
success!

Please contact Teresa Blanton, Teresa Cochell, or Ronalyn
Hayes for more info...

Any items donated will be taken to Goodwill, or another church
after the sale, unless you specify otherwise. You will be respon-
sible for picking up your wanted items after the sale.
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- /A Message From Qur i
' Senior Minister... "
_Dr. Wes Wright

True Love

John 15:12
What love is . . . depends. It depends on whether we are
using our cultureds definition
as our standard. The culturebs
as selfworship . Thisiserosdomy heart és desir ef.

of love is best defined as seKsacrifice. This is agaped serving the
ot her6s desi r e.bedaus®ysu arebeaduiiful, gbod, v |e
righteous, et c. obedagselpvanttd do ydul

good. © When Jesus commandedHisuGNE t
and ONLY commandd He clearly was talking about agape (as the
Greek indicates), overeros. But eros is what we are most drawn to,

even in the church and I think this is quite evident.

An example of our cultural bias can be seen in those who
|l eave a church because they do
the way the teachers teach, or the way the preachers preach, or the|
way the worship leaders lead worship. All such folks have a serious
deficit in understanding the Christian doctrine, and the Christian
requirements of love.

This is a failure to understand what the church is and
does. The structure of a churc
tied to the content of the gospel. Submitting oneself to a local
church is what a true believer does, just like a true believer pursues
good works, loves his or her neighbor, and so forth. As Jonathan
Leeman writes: fASome o0oreéetteyiocubmie
tod a local church is like someone who refuses to pursue a life of
righteousness. It calls into question the authenticity of his or her
faith. o

We dondét often think of tH
together in the church as being so intimately tied to the gospel we
proclaim, but there it is. Over and over again the Scripture calls us
to genuine community 6 to make real family connectionsd with the
Afone anothero passages of Scri
union of two very different cultures in Ephesus when he gathers
Jewish believers and Gentile believers into one church. He writes:
ABut now in Christ Jesus you
brought near by the blood of Christ. For He Himself is our peace,
who made both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the
dividing wall, by abolishing in His flesh the enmity . . . thus estab-
lishing peace, and might reconcile them both in one body to God
through the cross . . . So then you are no longer strangers and
aliens, but you are fellow cit
househol d, 0 (-Bplereciage gos to Peadithe whole
chapter in context).

Our life together matters. We are to be a distinct people,
especially before a watching world where commitments are held
lightly, if at all. Would anyone deny that we live in a culture that is
increasingly licentious, shallow, meaningless, directionless, and
grossly narcissistic? But what happens when those same attitudes

w

and worldview infiltrates a Ch
This is where the wenod)hdssippldneetl i
Chri st 6s de fagape).tEros, self-lovk, fit manyeChr(s-
tiands idea of what ctaierchwr dMy.

mate idol. God is dethronedd even in the church. To borrow more
from Leeman: AWe are alll free
life station is a contract that can be renegotiated or canceled,
whether we are dealing with the prince, the parents, the spouse,

Among my various relationships, | may choose to identify with
another party, but only so long as doing so is demonstrably conducive to
personal advantage. | retain veto power over everything. When in the
course of human events it becomes necessary to dissolve the bands
which have connected me to others,
sis on the Al .0

Is this cultural assumption not something that keeps Chris-
tians from taking church membership seriously?

Several years ago Joshua Harris wrote a terrific little book
aeatitleg $tpp Datingythe hurcly. | wopder if erget the ideg for thg Bopk n |
drem sogiojogist Egich Froram whey gbservad ghat the Westerpidea of g e f

n¢|prv,e§)t hadgd@kging jaoficonsumeri stico
ad shifted their focus from the #ff

néogﬁgr words, we are more concerned about who loves us than we are
o \aBoutjoying.
o loverpwing jad@d h€dptures even AChris

involvement in the church. Consumers focus on the desirability of the
object of love, rather than the process of loving. Now, maybe this is the
fault of preachers (like me) who have failed to teach Christians that love
begins with our ability to love rather than with the various objects of

n dQve. I Seale. raiher.dhat Glritians deyelop they wndystandingsf d

o
Al oveo i hopping mal t he
church lives. And so, when they worship they evaluate thelr experlence

rather than their hearts. They judc

Word judge them. In all of this they fail to realize that they are not loving
their neighbor as themselves (see James 2:8).

hos c o Whestheidegof q binging comgigngnt ig rerpoved omighe ¢ p ¢
definition of love, churches become places where personal sacrifices are
rarely made, so the gospel is rarely pictured. (After all, being in a cove-
nant relationship with other sinners 9 i.e., the churchd requires self-

f Sacefige, agape) Jlngte;ag folks come and g fichur cdwithlitle o

car e. ey dondt stop to weigh the
others. They dondét feel the weight
dondét discuss the reasons for | eavi

And, sadly, they fail to recognize their breach of the one commandment

ecrﬁ@j’a\?e%H%EhurehBﬁlGV@mHﬁ‘étanb ther jast
even though they may affirm this commandment in their minds.
AThis is My commandment, o Jesu

p taNrogt h epa u |j Upas atsa|lk ihmdgy ea b Pwte dt Weo U, ¢
ilaw of Christo Paul caIIS|t' t he

i

(Galatians 6:2; James 2:8). This is the where law and love come to-

h odethed e love (agapa) and rgal lavg Jesug didiot migce wordg herg.n
This is a real command and He expected it to be obeyed. And we know
why. The primary reason we institute laws is to protect something pre-
cious. l'tds against the | aw to murc
the | aw to steal because property i
because truth is precious.

i zens yHgménts tight folfoR thetrarsgressioR ¢f a 1aW, IEno Peh- GO
alty or judgment follows the transgression of a law, whatever that law is
guarding must not be worth much. For example, we know our culture
thinks |lightly of marriage when
about marriage are rendered meaningless because they offer no real
protection and therefore marriages are deemed worthless.

we

What about Jesusd6 commadilimewe
one another, just as | have | oved Yy
ripsitsi 8 Mobrsd sthijipn Kishay? ng no to God is s
niMuichn tPr mMegpWweec@use you dondt mean r
are for such disregard and sin against the mandate of Christ, | leave to
iY® Ufporl s atnh g ey pded, however, of the

forget that the heinousness of sin lies not so much in the nature of the
a Sel Nt sC,0 M of teevde r ya Sr el [Na ttihgen sdniepd tameds s
For His own reasons God has called us to the fidelity of love
especially within the church. My prayer is that we are operating in terms

the salesman, the boss, . . . or, of course, the local church. | am of Hislove (agape) r at her than in termshs of t
principally obligated to myself and maximizing my life, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness. W
es
1 Jonathan Leeman, The Church and the Surprising Offense of 3 From the prayer en Thevalley dfVisighHueshi | i

God 6 s, Crossway, 2010, 1617.
2 lbid., 44.

minister, 2002, 143.
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The difference in sympathy and compassion, is that compassion always leads to action. The depth of
compassion is not measured by how we feel but by what we do in response to how we feel.

Sitting here this morning writing this newsletter article | have a lot of things running through my mind. It
is so easy to get caught up with the physical things in life that we must do, and choose to do, that we
loose contact with the very important spiritual and emotional things. | believe that this is one of the
major reasons marriages fail, relationships with the Lord Jesus Christ suffer, and family and friends have
communication problems.

When the Lord retired me very young in life, it was placed in my heart to focus more on the spiritual and
emotional part of myself. While | know that facilitating the parking lot project is a good thing, and that
God placed me here at this time and place to do so, | am pressed in spirit to do more with worldwide
missions and outreach to the lost in our community than | am doing.

Why do | have emotion that drives me to do for others around the world? Well, after much thought |
think it is because the Lord and you all have sent Terry and | to go visit our missionaries, which put us in
contact with the worlds oppressed, poor, sick, dying, lost -in-sin people of other nations. You put us in
the homes of great people of God who have left the United States to live among those in need and minis-
ter to them. We have watched babies born and people die of AIDS, we have seen great poverty and un-
thinkable living conditions, we have seen the oppression of government, the Russian mafia, the religious
thieves, and the persecution of religion. | read weekly newsletters from missionaries around the world
and think of them daily. And | ask myself how | can help you to see and know also?

If you will go, | will take you. We can start with your neighbor, go just across the border to Mexico, or
fly thousands of miles. The need is great everywhere including the Eugene/Springfield area where we
live.

We can go to the Oregon coast August 1-6 and attend the Wi-Ne-Ma week of missions together. There
you will meet missionaries and hear a lot about world missions.

Here are other ways to learn current information. Check out our website at

www. santaclarachurch.com . It now has all our supported mission groups and their web links. Our
bulletin board in the foyer has recent pictures and newsletters with information. You can subscribe to
newsletters and check out the web sites of our supported mission groups. | pray you will use these ways
to come in contact with others so compassion will grow strong in you. We can do much together, or not
much alone. Please join me in compassion for people of the world.

Ole mission presentation here on April 25th that you will not want to miss. For years we have been sup-
porting Hispanic church planting in Oregon. Come hear all aboutit. No-host | unch at Dfjon Juan

the 2nd service to give you time to ask specific questions and get to know the people involved in OLE.




April

-t WorShip &
\Creatlve Arls

IMmBUjig

BRINGING THE ARTS TO THE CHURCH FORTHESSAK

OF CHRI ST6S KINGDOM HERE TON

Follow the Leader!

E
EARTH

This Worship Newsletter will also
be available to you for download
on the Worship & Arts web page:

What does it take to be a success? Ask y@ukww. santaclarachurch.com/minist
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you can and not taking into consideratig
anyone else or their feelings.
the God of this universe and of all creati

then, you will find it absolutely necessary {o
become smaller, more humble, a servant ot

needing to be served. Does this sou
familiar? It should: Mark 10:45 saysfor
even the Son of Man dichot come ta
be served but to serve, and to give his life
a ransom for many." Do you want to be
success? Follow the Leader!

-Aric

If your God] is

d

Places open to serve now!
as Bass players
Ay 31 OT A O 00T EAAOQE
1 Artists
1 Vocalists

Contact Aric @ 728273 or email
aric@santaclarachurch.com


http://www.santaclarachurch.com/ministries/worship

LIFELINE NEWSLETTER

PAGE 5

»|April 2010

2

No Preschdbpl
Good Friday

3

10am Ping Pong
Fest

4 b
Easter SUnd

9am & 10:45 am
Worship Services

6pm Snider Lifegroup

3

Finance Meeting
6:30pm

10am Keenagers

6:30pm - Alexander
Lifegroup

6:30pm - Wofford
Lifegroup

Fellowship Dinner
5:300 6:30pm

Classes for 1st5th
and youth 6th-12th
6:450 8:00pm

10

8anmd3pm
Deacons Work Da

y

11

9am & 10:45 am
orship Services

1pm Elders Meeting
6pm Snider Lifegroup

12

13

10am Keenagers

6:30pm - Alexander
Lifegroup

6:30pm - Wofford
Lifegroup

14

Fellowship Dinner
5:300 6:30pm

Classes for 1st5th
and youth 6th-12th
6:450 8:00pm

15

16

TaX Da.yl Spring Fling

A

ifMow _—

Ladies Craft-
Night - 6pm

Parking Lot Sale

17

Spring Fling
Parking Lot Sale

18

9am & 10:45 am
Worship Services

6pm Snider Lifegroup

19

20

9am Keenagers @
e olde pancake house

6:30pm - Alexander
Lifegroup

group

6:30pm - Wofford Life-

21

Fellowship Dinner
5:300 6:30pm

Classes for 1st5th
and youth 6th-12th
6:450 8:00pm

23

24

25

9am & 10:45 am
Worship Services

1pm Elders Meeting
6pm Snider Lifegroup

26

27

10am Keenagers

6:30pm - Alexander
Lifegroup

6:30pm - Wofford
Lifegroup

28

Fellowship Dinner
5:300 6:30pm

Classes for 1st5th
and youth 6th-12th
6:458 8:00pm

30

Wo mend s
Grove Camp

No Preschdol
Inservice
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College Lifegroup News:

Young Leaders Make All the Difference

When we think of the great leaders of the church in history, we are more likely to think of gray -haired, bearded old

men . We refer to them as o0the Church Fathers, o6 after all. But
times:

1 Perpetuafione of the churchés early martyrs, was only 22 when sh

9 Athanasius of Alexandria was 29 when he argued successfully for the divinity of Christ at the historic
Council of Nicaea in 325 AD.

I Martin Luther was in his early 30s when he nailed his 95 theses to the door of the castle church in
Wittenberg.

9 John Calvin was just 26 when he penned his landmark tome, Institutes of the Christian Religion

9 Charles Spurgeon was only 19 when he was called to take the pastorate of London's famed New Park
Street Chapel, the largest congregation in all of England at the time.

Missionary Jim Elliot and musician Keith Green both died before they were 30. And yet, what an impact they made in
their few years!

Hopefully, you get the point. Young leaders i men and women of strong faith and influence fi are essential. In fact,
the history of our faith would be unimaginable without them.

And so, we are in the business of equipping our young leaders with the best resources possible to assist you as you
make a difference for the Kingdom of God.

We hope to see you at our next meeting, Sunday nights i 5:30, dinner; 6:30 study. Check out the website
for directions. Here is the schedule for April:

April 4 i Easter Sunday, no meeting

AprillliThe Big Bang Cosmol ogy, Part 3: OA Finely Tuned U
April 18 fi DNA by Design

Aprii25fi DNA by Design, Part 2: 00Doing the Matho

= =4 =4 =
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By Ed Alexander

The Clock Keeps Ticking!
%\ WKH WLPH \RX DUH UHDGLQJ WKLY DUWLFOH ZH ZLOO EH ZHOO XQGHUZD\ LQ

WLRQV LQWR /LYLQJ 3UDFWLFHu /IDVW PRQWK , ZURWH WR \RX DQG VSRNH I
nal value. Today | want to focus on the fact that the clock just keeps ticking and ticking. You have a choice and you
can either get off your backside and begin doing what needs to be done, or you can cross off another period of time
that you have just wasted, but either way, the clock is ticking. So, while | am constantly learning more of what God

ERXW KR:

ZDQWY DQG H[SHFWV IURP PH VHHNLQJ WR EH SOHDVLQJ WR +LP , PXVW QRlZ UHPHPE!

WKH PRVW RI P\ WLPHp 7R IDLO WR GR WKLV ZRXOG FOHDUO\ EH D YLRODWU

| am not sure that what | do or how | try to attack this will make sense to you, but | will give it a try. For
the longest time, | have been a list maker. | am constantly writing down items of interest or making a list of things
that need to be done. When | am planning out my schedule, | take inventory of the lists that | have and try to priori-
tize them, so that | am getting accomplished the important items and not just the items on the list that are easy to
do.

This type of planning presupposes that you are keeping some kind of a calendar and that you are actually look-
ing at your calendar to see what needs to be done and by when. When important events are coming up, the first thing
| do, is put them on the calendar. If we are having meetings at work or meetings at church, they must get on the cal-
endar. If we have guests coming from out of town, | write it down. If we have grandchildren participating in events
that we intend to go to, | must write it down. When | meet someone that | want to remember, | must write down
WKHLU QDPH DQG ZKHUH , PHW WKHP RU , ZLOO IRUJHW 0, UXQ LQWR VRPH
FRQYHUVDWLRQ WKDW HQGV ZLWK "OHW:V JHW WRJHWKHU IRU OXQFK VRPHW,
and set up lunch and it will be interpreted as another one of those good intentions that just never gets done. Are you
with me on this? Well, that is the overall, but it is not the day to day.

:KDW , GR ZKHQ , JHW XS LQ WKH PRUQLQJ ZLOO VHW WKH SDFH IRU W
study or work on Sunday school class material first thing in the morning, | may as well forget working on it later, as |
know me and that is my best time of the day. We all have certain times of the day that we are sharper than other

RQ RI ZKD

RQH , KD®
LPHp DQG

KH GD\

WLPHVY DQG PLQH MXVW KDSSHQV WR EH LQ WKH PRUQLQJ , KDYH EHHQ DVNLQJ *RG \

with the eyes that are in my head, but with the eyes of my heart, my spiritual eyes. That will really make a difference

in how you read and what you see coming off the pages of scripture when the Holy Spirit is involved in your study and
reading! What we all need to rememberis: )RU ZH DUH +LV ZRUNPDQVKLS FUHDWHG LQ &K
ZKLFK *RG SUHSDUHG EHIRUHKDQG WKDW ZH VKRXOG TN3@assdge oféhfiptara saygsS A
that we have been created with a plan in mind, so we need to work the plan. And so, the clock is ticking and none of
us know how long it will tick for us, but one thing is for sure, it will eventually stop. Either it will stop for all of man-
kind or it will stop for you or me, but it will stop.

My Love to you all, Ed Alexander

Santa Clara Church of Christ Finances

General Fund March General Fund Yearto-Date
Received in March 40,484.00 Received 104,317.00
March Budget 42,469.00 Budget 127,407.00

Short of Budget -1,986.00 Short of Budget - 23,091.00
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