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YOU can help us in 3 ways...  

 
1. Donate your items. ( Lightly used or new please!   No junk)  
2. Help us with set up, clean up, and with working the sale.  
3. Come to the sale and BUY, BUY, BUY!!!  
 
We really need to have YOUR help in making the sale a big   
success!  
 

Please contact Teresa Blanton, Teresa Cochell, or Ronalyn 
Hayes for more info...  
  
Any items donated will be taken to Goodwill, or another church  
after the sale, unless you specify otherwise. You will be respon-
sible for picking up your wanted items after the sale.  
 

We are having 
a HUGE sale, 
to help toward 
building our 
parking lot!  

We only have 

$68,000  

to go!  
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A Message From Our A Message From Our 

Senior Minister...Senior Minister...   

Dr. Wes WrightDr. Wes Wright   

Among my various relationships, I may choose to identify with 
another party, but only so long as doing so is demonstrably conducive to 
personal advantage. I retain veto power over everything. When in the 
course of human events it becomes necessary to dissolve the bands 
which have connected me to others, I dissolve them.ò Notice the empha-
sis on the ñI.ò 

Is this cultural assumption not something that keeps Chris-
tians from taking church membership seriously?  

Several years ago Joshua Harris wrote a terrific little book 
entitled Stop Dating the Church . I wonder if he got the idea for the book 
from sociologist Erich Fromm who observed that the Western idea of 
ñloveò had taken a ñconsumeristicò turn. Fromm suggested that people 
had shifted their focus from the ñfacultyò of love to the ñobjectsò of love. 
In other words, we are more concerned about who loves us than we are 
about loving.  

This idea captures even ñChristianò minds in terms of their 
involvement in the church. Consumers focus on the desirability of the 
object of love, rather than the process of loving. Now, maybe this is the 
fault of preachers (like me) who have failed to teach Christians that love 
begins with our ability to  love rather than with the various objects of 
love. It seems, rather, that Christians develop their understanding of 
ñloveò in the shopping mall and then transfer that understanding to their 
church lives. And so, when they worship they evaluate their experience 
rather than their hearts. They judge the church rather than letting Godôs 
Word judge them. In all of this they fail to realize that they are not loving 
their neighbor as themselves (see James 2:8).  

When the idea of a binding commitment is removed from the 
definition of love, churches become places where personal sacrifices are 
rarely made, so the gospel is rarely pictured. (After all, being in a cove-
nant relationship with other sinners ði.e., the churchðrequires self-
sacrifice, agape). Instead, folks come and goðñchurch hopòðwith little 
care. They donôt stop to weigh the consequences of their departure on 
others. They donôt feel the weight of their responsibility to others. They 
donôt discuss the reasons for leaving with their leaders. They just go. 
And, sadly, they fail to recognize their breach of the one commandment 
Christ gave to His churchðñlove one another just as I have loved youòð
even though they may affirm this commandment in their minds.  

ñThis is My commandment,ò Jesus said, ñthat you love one 
another, just as I have loved you,ò (John 15:12). It IS a command, the 
ñlaw of Christò Paul calls it; the ñroyal lawò is how James puts it 
(Galatians 6:2; James 2:8). This is the where law and love come to-
getherðreal love (agape) and real law. Jesus did not mince words here. 
This is a real command and He expected it to be obeyed. And we know 
why. The primary reason we institute laws is to protect something pre-
cious. Itôs against the law to murder because life is precious. Itôs against 
the law to steal because property is precious. Itôs against the law to lie 
because truth is precious.  

Judgments rightly follow the transgression of a law. If no pen-
alty or judgment follows the transgression of a law, whatever that law is 
guarding must not be worth much. For example, we know our culture 
thinks lightly of marriage when we instituted ñno faultò divorce. Laws 
about marriage are rendered meaningless because they offer no real 
protection and therefore marriages are deemed worthless.  

What about Jesusô commandment within the churchðñlove 
one another, just as I have loved youò? To break this law is to disregard 
His lordship. Saying no to God is saying, ñWhat you think doesnôt mean 
much to me because you donôt mean much to me.ò What the penalties 
are for such disregard and sin against the mandate of Christ, I leave to 
you. I am reminded, however, of the old Puritan prayer: ñLet me never 
forget that the heinousness of sin lies not so much in the nature of the 
sin committed, as in the greatness of the Person sinned against.ò  

For His own reasons God has called us to the fidelity of loveð
especially within the church. My prayer is that we are operating in terms 
of His love (agape) rather than in terms of the worldôs love (eros).  

 
Wes 

 
3 From the prayer entitled, ñHumiliation,ò in The Valley of Vision, West 
   minister, 2002, 143.  

 

True Love  

John 15:12 

What love is . . .  depends. It depends on whether we are 
using our cultureôs definition as our standard, or Christôs definition 
as our standard. The cultureôs definition is that love is best defined 
as self-worship . This is erosðmy heartôs desire. Christôs definition 
of love is best defined as self-sacrifice . This is agapeðserving the 
otherôs desire. Eros is ñI love you because you are beautiful, good, 
righteous, etc.ò Agape is ñI love you because I want to do you 
good.ò When Jesus commanded us to love one anotherðHis ONE 
and ONLY commandðHe  clearly was talking about agape (as the 
Greek indicates), over eros. But eros is what we are most drawn to, 
even in the church and I think this is quite evident.  

An example of our cultural bias can be seen in those who 
leave a church because they donôt like the way the leaders lead, or 
the way the teachers teach, or the way the preachers preach, or the 
way the worship leaders lead worship. All such folks have a serious 
deficit in understanding the Christian doctrine, and the Christian 
requirements of love.  

This is a failure to understand what the church is and 
does. The structure of a churchôs corporate life together is tightly 
tied to the content of the gospel. Submitting oneself to a local 
church is what a true believer does, just like a true believer pursues 
good works, loves his or her neighbor, and so forth. As Jonathan 
Leeman writes: ñSomeone who refuses to joinðor better, to submit 
toða local church is like someone who refuses to pursue a life of 
righteousness. It calls into question the authenticity of his or her 
faith.ò 

We donôt often think of the shape of our community life 
together in the church as being so intimately tied to the gospel we 
proclaim, but there it is. Over and over again the Scripture calls us 
to genuine communityðto make real family connectionsðwith the 
ñone anotherò passages of Scripture. Paul was talking about the 
union of two very different cultures in Ephesus when he gathers 
Jewish believers and Gentile believers into one church. He writes: 
ñBut now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been 
brought near by the blood of Christ. For He Himself is our peace, 
who made both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the 
dividing wall, by abolishing in His flesh the enmity . . . thus estab-
lishing peace, and might reconcile them both in one body to God 
through the cross . . . So then you are no longer strangers and 
aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of Godôs 
household,ò (Ephesians 2:13-19, I encourage you to read the whole 
chapter in context).  

Our life together matters. We are to be a distinct people, 
especially before a watching world where commitments are held 
lightly, if at all. Would anyone deny that we live in a culture that is 
increasingly licentious, shallow, meaningless, directionless, and 
grossly narcissistic? But what happens when those same attitudes 
and worldview infiltrates a Christianôs thinking? 

This is where the worldôs definition of love (eros) has supplanted 
Christôs definition of love (agape). Eros, self-love, fits many Chris-
tianôs idea of what the church is forðto cater to ME. ñIò is the ulti-
mate idol. God is dethronedðeven in the church. To borrow more 
from Leeman: ñWe are all free agents, and every relationship and 
life station is a contract that can be renegotiated or canceled, 
whether we are dealing with the prince, the parents, the spouse, 
the salesman, the boss, . . . or, of course, the local church. I am 
principally obligated to myself and maximizing my life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness.  

 

1 Jonathan Leeman, The Church and the Surprising Offense of        
   Godôs Love, Crossway, 2010, 16-17. 
2 Ibid., 44.  
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Compassion, ñThat emotion aroused by contact with afflictionò 
 

The difference in sympathy and compassion, is that compassion always leads to action.  The depth of 

compassion is not measured by how we feel but by what we do in response to how we feel.  

 

Sitting here this morning writing this newsletter article I have a lot of things running through my mind.  It 

is so easy to get caught up with the physical things in life that we must do, and choose to do, that we 

loose contact with the very important spiritual and emotional things.  I believe that this is one of the  
major reasons marriages fail, relationships with the Lord Jesus Christ suffer, and family and friends have 

communication problems. 

 

When the Lord retired me very young in life, it was placed in my heart to focus more on the spiritual and 
emotional part of myself.  While I know that facilitating the parking lot project is a good thing, and that 

God placed me here at this time and place to do so, I am pressed in spirit to do more with worldwide 
missions and outreach to the lost in our community than I am doing.  

 

Why do I have emotion that drives me to do for others around the world?  Well, after much thought I 

think it is because the Lord and you all have sent Terry and I to go visit our missionaries, which put us in 
contact with the worlds oppressed, poor, sick, dying, lost -in-sin people of other nations.  You put us in 

the homes of great people of God who have left the United States to live among those in need and minis-
ter to them.  We have watched babies born and people die of AIDS, we have seen great poverty and un-

thinkable living conditions, we have seen the oppression of government, the Russian mafia, the religious 

thieves, and the persecution of religion.  I read weekly newsletters from missionaries around the world 
and think of them daily.  And I ask myself how I can help you to see and know also?  

 

If you will go, I will take you.  We can start with your neighbor, go just across the border to Mexico, or 

fly thousands of miles.  The need is great everywhere including the Eugene/Springfield area where we 
live. 

 

We can go to the Oregon coast August 1-6 and attend the Wi -Ne-Ma week of missions together.  There 

you will meet missionaries and hear a lot about world missions.  

 

Here are other ways to learn current information.  Check out our website at 

www.santaclarachurch.com .  It now has all our supported mission groups and their web links.  Our 
bulletin board in the foyer has recent pictures and newsletters with information.  You can subscribe to 

newsletters and check out the web sites of our supported mission groups.  I pray you will use these ways 

to come in contact with others so compassion will grow strong in you.  We can do much together, or not 
much alone.  Please join me in compassion for people of the world. 

Ole mission presentation here on April 25th that you will not want to miss.  For years we have been sup-

porting Hispanic church planting in Oregon.  Come hear all about it.  No-host lunch at Don Juan s after 

the 2nd service to give you time to ask specific questions and get to know the people involved in OLE. 



How To Sustain Passion?  
From Rory Noland from the book ñThriving As An Artistò p.26 

Get Involved Now 
What does it take to be a success?  Ask your-
ǎŜƭŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘΥ ǿƘƻΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΚ  Lƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ 
ǿƘƻΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ DƻŘΚ  LŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƎƻŘ 
ǘƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ Ǝƻŀƭ 
you can and not taking into consideration 
anyone else or their feelings.  If your God is 
the God of this universe and of all creation, 
then, you will find it absolutely necessary to 
become smaller, more humble, a servant not 
needing to be served.  Does this sound       
familiar?  It should: Mark 10:45 says, άFor 
even the Son of Man did not come to 
be served, but to serve, and to give his life as 
a ransom for many."  Do you want to be a 
success?  Follow the Leader! 

-Aric 

4 HOW TO SUSTAIN PASSION  

This Worship Newsletter will also 
be available to you for download 
on the Worship & Arts web page: 

www.santaclarachurch.com/minist

B R I N G I N G  T H E  A R T S  T O  T H E  C H U R C H  F O R  T H E  S AK E  

OF CHRISTôS KINGDOM HERE ON EARTH 

April 2010 

Follow the Leader! 

Places open to serve now! 

¶ Bass players 

¶ 3ÏÕÎÄ Ǫ 0ÒÏÊÅÃÔÉÏÎ 4ÅÃÈȭÓ 

¶ Artists 

¶ Vocalists 

Contact Aric @ 729-2273 or email 
aric@santaclarachurch.com 

http://www.santaclarachurch.com/ministries/worship
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Sun Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

    1 

April 
Foolõs Day! 

2 
No Preschoolñ 

Good Friday 

3 
10am Ping Pong 
Fest 

4 

Easter Sunday    
9am & 10:45 am               
Worship Services 

6pm Snider Lifegroup  

5 

Finance Meeting 
6:30pm  

 

6                             

10am Keenagers 

6:30pm - Alexander 
Lifegroup  

6:30pm - Wofford 
Lifegroup  

7                          

Fellowship Dinner 
5:30ð6:30pm       

Classes for 1st-5th 
and youth 6th -12th 
6:45ð8:00pm      

8 9 10 
8am ð3pm 

Deacons Work Day 

11                      

9am & 10:45 am               
Worship Services 

1pm Elders Meeting 

6pm Snider Lifegroup  

12 13                        

10am Keenagers 

6:30pm - Alexander 
Lifegroup  

6:30pm - Wofford 
Lifegroup  

14                     

Fellowship Dinner 
5:30ð6:30pm       

Classes for 1st-5th 
and youth 6th -12th 
6:45ð8:00pm      

15 

Tax Day! 

16 
Spring Fling     
Parking Lot Sale 

Ladies Craft-
Night  - 6pm 

17 
Spring Fling     
Parking Lot Sale 

18 
9am & 10:45 am               
Worship Services 

6pm Snider Lifegroup  

19 20                          

9am Keenagers @            
ye olde pancake house 

6:30pm - Alexander 
Lifegroup  

6:30pm - Wofford Life-
group 

21                     

Fellowship Dinner 
5:30ð6:30pm       

Classes for 1st-5th 
and youth 6th -12th 
6:45ð8:00pm      

22 

Earth 

Day! 

23 24 

25                       

9am & 10:45 am               
Worship Services 

1pm Elders Meeting 

6pm Snider Lifegroup  

26 27                         

10am Keenagers 

6:30pm - Alexander 
Lifegroup  

6:30pm - Wofford 
Lifegroup  

28                     

Fellowship Dinner 
5:30ð6:30pm       

Classes for 1st-5th 
and youth 6th -12th 
6:45ð8:00pm      

29 30 
Womenõs Retreat @ 
Grove Camp 

 

No Preschoolñ
Inservice 

 

A p r i l  2 0 1 0  
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College Lifegroup News:  
 

Young Leaders Make All the Difference  

 

When we think of the great leaders of the church in history, we are more likely to think of gray -haired, bearded old 
men. We refer to them as òthe Church Fathers,ó after all. But consider these examples from centuries ago to recent 
times:  

 

¶ Perpetua ñone of the churchõs early martyrs, was only 22 when she surrendered her life for her faith. 

¶ Athanasius of Alexandria was 29 when he argued successfully for the divinity of Christ at the historic       

       Council of Nicaea in 325 AD.  

¶ Martin Luther was in his early 30s when he nailed his 95 theses to the door of the castle church in  

       Wittenberg.  

¶ John Calvin was just 26 when he penned his landmark tome,  Institutes of the Christian Religion . 

¶ Charles Spurgeon was only 19 when he was called to take the pastorate of London's famed New Park  

       Street Chapel, the largest congregation in all of England at the time.  

 

Missionary Jim Elliot and musician Keith Green both died before they were 30. And yet, what an impact they made in 
their few years!  

 

Hopefully, you get the point. Young leaders ñmen and women of strong faith and influence ñare essential. In fact, 
the history of our faith would be unimaginable without them.  

 

And so, we are in the business of equipping our young leaders with the best resources possible to assist you as you 
make a difference for the Kingdom of God.  

 

We hope to see you at our next meeting, Sunday nights ñ5:30, dinner; 6:30 study. Check out the website 
for directions. Here is the schedule for April:  

 

¶ April 4 ñEaster Sunday, no meeting  

¶ April 11 ñThe Big Bang Cosmology, Part 3: òA Finely Tuned Universeó 

¶ April 18 ñDNA by Design  

¶ April 25 ñDNA by Design, Part 2: òõDoing the Mathó 
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Edõs CornerEdõs Corner  
By Ed Alexander By Ed Alexander   

The Clock Keeps Ticking!  

�%�\���W�K�H���W�L�P�H���\�R�X���D�U�H���U�H�D�G�L�Q�J���W�K�L�V���D�U�W�L�F�O�H�����Z�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H���Z�H�O�O���X�Q�G�H�U�Z�D�\���L�Q���R�X�U���Q�H�Z���V�W�X�G�\���´�7�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P�L�Q�J���*�R�R�G���,�Q�W�H�Q��
�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q�W�R���/�L�Y�L�Q�J���3�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�µ�������/�D�V�W���P�R�Q�W�K���,���Z�U�R�W�H���W�R���\�R�X���D�Q�G���V�S�R�N�H���D�E�R�X�W���K�R�Z���Z�H���Z�D�V�W�H���W�L�P�H���R�Q���L�W�H�P�V���W�K�D�W���K�D�Y�H���Q�R���H�W�H�U��
nal value.  Today I want to focus on the fact that the clock just keeps ticking and ticking.  You have a choice and you 

can either get off your backside and begin doing what needs to be done, or you can cross off another period of time 

that you have just wasted, but either way, the clock is ticking.  So, while I am constantly learning more of what God 

�Z�D�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���H�[�S�H�F�W�V���I�U�R�P���P�H�����V�H�H�N�L�Q�J���W�R���E�H���S�O�H�D�V�L�Q�J���W�R���+�L�P�����,���P�X�V�W���Q�R�Z���U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U���W�R���´�%�H���F�D�U�H�I�X�O���K�R�Z���,���Z�D�O�N�µ���D�Q�G���´�P�D�N�H��
�W�K�H���P�R�V�W���R�I���P�\���W�L�P�H�µ�������7�R���I�D�L�O���W�R���G�R���W�K�L�V���Z�R�X�O�G���F�O�H�D�U�O�\���E�H���D���Y�L�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���Z�K�D�W���*�R�G�·�V���Z�L�O�O���L�V���I�R�U���P�H������ 

I am not sure that what I do or how I try to attack this will make sense to you, but I will give it a try.  For 

the longest time, I have been a list maker.  I am constantly writing down items of interest or making a list of things 

that need to be done.  When I am planning out my schedule, I take inventory of the lists that I have and try to priori-

tize them, so that I am getting accomplished the important items and not just the items on the list that are easy to 

do.   

This type of planning presupposes that you are keeping some kind of a calendar and that you are actually look-

ing at your calendar to see what needs to be done and by when.  When important events are coming up, the first thing 

I do, is put them on the calendar.  If we are having meetings at work or meetings at church, they must get on the cal-

endar.  If we have guests coming from out of town, I write it down.  If we have grandchildren participating in events 

that we intend to go to, I must write it down.  When I meet someone that I want to remember, I must write down 

�W�K�H�L�U���Q�D�P�H���D�Q�G���Z�K�H�U�H���,���P�H�W���W�K�H�P���R�U���,���Z�L�O�O���I�R�U�J�H�W�������,�I���,���U�X�Q���L�Q�W�R���V�R�P�H�R�Q�H���,���K�D�Y�H�Q�·�W���V�H�H�Q���L�Q���D���Z�K�L�O�H���D�Q�G���Z�H���K�D�Y�H���D���V�K�R�U�W��
�F�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���H�Q�G�V���Z�L�W�K���´�O�H�W�·�V���J�H�W���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���I�R�U���O�X�Q�F�K���V�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�µ���D�Q�G���,���G�R�Q�·�W���Z�U�L�W�H���L�W���G�R�Z�Q�����,���Z�R�Q�·�W���U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U���W�R���F�D�O�O��
and set up lunch and it will be interpreted as another one of those good intentions that just never gets done. Are you 

with me on this?  Well, that is the overall, but it is not the day to day.   

�:�K�D�W���,�� �G�R�� �Z�K�H�Q���,�� �J�H�W���X�S�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �P�R�U�Q�L�Q�J�� �Z�L�O�O���V�H�W���W�K�H���S�D�F�H���I�R�U�� �W�K�H���G�D�\���� �� �,�I�� �,�� �G�R�Q�·�W���J�H�W���X�S�� �D�Q�G���Z�R�U�N�� �R�Q���E�L�E�O�H��
study or work on Sunday school class material first thing in the morning, I may as well forget working on it later, as I 

know me and that is my best time of the day.  We all have certain times of the day that we are sharper than other 

�W�L�P�H�V���D�Q�G���P�L�Q�H���M�X�V�W���K�D�S�S�H�Q�V���W�R���E�H���L�Q���W�K�H���P�R�U�Q�L�Q�J�������,���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���D�V�N�L�Q�J���*�R�G���W�R���´�V�K�R�Z���P�H���Z�K�D�W���+�H���Z�D�Q�W�V���P�H���W�R���V�H�H�µ���Q�R�W��
with the eyes that are in my head, but with the eyes of my heart, my spiritual eyes.  That will really make a difference 

in how you read and what you see coming off the pages of scripture when the Holy Spirit is involved in your study and 

reading!  What we all need to remember is: �´�)�R�U���Z�H���D�U�H���+�L�V���Z�R�U�N�P�D�Q�V�K�L�S�����F�U�H�D�W�H�G���L�Q���&�K�U�L�V�W���-�H�V�X�V���I�R�U���J�R�R�G���Z�R�U�N�V����
�Z�K�L�F�K�� �*�R�G�� �S�U�H�S�D�U�H�G�� �E�H�I�R�U�H�K�D�Q�G���� �W�K�D�W�� �Z�H�� �V�K�R�X�O�G�� �Z�D�O�N�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�P�µ���� �� �(�S�K�H�V�L�D�Q�V�� ����������This passage of scripture says 

that we have been created with a plan in mind, so we need to work the plan.   And so, the clock is ticking and none of 

us know how long it will tick for us, but one thing is for sure, it will eventually stop.  Either it will stop for all of man-

kind or it will stop for you or me, but it will stop.   

                                                                                         My Love to you all, Ed Alexander  

Santa Clara Church of Christ Finances 

 General Fund March         General Fund Year-to-Date 

Received in March 40,484.00      Received         104,317.00              

March Budget  42,469.00      Budget        127,407.00             

Short of Budget                -1,986.00       Short of Budget    - 23,091.00   

 


