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Romans 14:23

Our greater enemy is not Satan but sin. We know this
is true because the only way Satan can destroy us is by
getting us to sin. Satan, if given room by God, might

hutus (as in Jobds lllas(sege;
Rev 2:10); But Satan cannotcondemn us or rob us of
eternity. Only sin can dog
aim is to get us to sin.

Al of S a tdaickdess, |gst car keysk
fflapparitions, 0 andodoamado usaael
har m, unl ess they |l ead us
ness is to advocate, promote, assist, titillate, and con-
firm our bent toward sinn
were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you
formerly walked according to the course of this world,
according to the prince of the power of the air, of the
spirit that is working in the sons of disobedi-
ence, 0 REphwBeh we sin weg
opportunity, o (Eph 4:27).

The only thing that can condemn us at the
judgment is unforgiven sin d not sickness or afflictions
or persecutions or intimidations or apparitions or
nightmares. Satan knows this. Therefore his great fo-
cus is not primarily on how to scare Christians with
weird phenomena (though
on how to corrupt Christians with worthless fads and
evil thoughts.

—

This is the point: All sin comes from fail-
ing to live by faith (Rom 14:23) . And that means
that the number one aim of Satan is the destruction of
faith .

Now we know why Jesus prayed for Peter just
bef ore Peterds greatest t
Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift
you like wheat; but | have prayed for you, that your
faith may notfail, 6 ( L u k3e2 )2.2 :S3alt an g
sift the faith out of Peter.

Paul implied the same thing in 1 Thessaloni-
ans 3:5, when he sends Timothy to check up on the
chur ch t her aboutyourfaithi, fordeardhatt
the tempter might have tempted you, and our labor
would be in vain.o

And Peter writes to the churches of Asia Mi-
nor to warn them that Satan is always prowling

around fAseeking someone t
ABut r e dirmtyourtfdittm, 6 (1 Mept e

This is al so whytheRlEell
offaithd t hat is fAable to ext
rows of the evil one, o0 (E

S

fait

_ ' - =
# LA Mes‘gage‘ From qur Understandthis: Fai | i ng to have
~ Senior Minister.... | failing to be satisfied with all that God is for us in
T W Jesus, is the root of all sin. Satan knows this; and it
| .. Dr.Wes W"ght } shapes his whole strategy of how to get people to sin. Faith
AWhatever |s Not from|FSPYgoUNe-sg;rat egy to escape

it
(2 Tim 2:26). Misplaced shame, anxiety, despondency,
covetousness, lust, bitterness, impatience, prided these all
sprout from the root of unbelief in the promises of God.

Let me see if | can illustrate in a practical way

what this al/l means. Paul s a
|l ove of money is a root of a
hnee ami 20 hHe ecvoeunl dndét have meant

your mind when you sin. My suggestion is this: He meant

thalo &l the evild im the véord, confe &rdmaa leedtain kind of a t €

heart, namely, the kind of heart that loves money. You see,
goney is simply a symbol that stands for human re-

s Soyrges. Mongy gtangsifog what you can get from man in-
$eagd nof s@o&atlahdisammalh: busa
come to the waters; and you who have no money come,

i gy PG digpugpgs are freg, Rinfajth; pengy is
the currency of human resources. So the heart that loves
money is the heart that pins its hopes, and pursues it
pleasures, and puts its trust in what human resources can
offer. Solove of money is virtually the same asfaith in
mogeyq,belief(tiyst, cogfiglenge; assyrance) that money
will'meet your needs and make you happy. Therefore the
love of money, or trust in money, is the underside of unbe-

l'ief in the promises of God.
two masters . . . You cannot serve God and
money, 0 (Matthew 6:24). Bel.i

the other. So when Paul says that the love of money is the
root of all sorts of evil, he implies that upbelief.in the
S 3 GB isSafitite Yoot Bffevery Biful akitude it ¢
our heart. He says this plainly in Romans 14:23,
AWhatever i's not from faith

The absence of faith gives rise only to sinful mo-
tives and acts. This may sound extreme. But it is simply a

cl ear expressi on -cefterddressWba r
does not come from satisfaction in God, and
through the guidance of God, and for the glory of

e @o,tis&odi -essd itidsns As daibd s afySi, mdi
confidence in gold, and called fine gold my trust, . . . and
my heart became secretly enticed, and my hand threw a

s kisafiomm myanaosth, thad too would have been an iniquity
calling for judgment, for | would have denied God
above, 6 (Job -28)1: 24, 27

And so you see, our most dangerous enemy is not
Satan but sin. Where faith in God stands the power of sin
is broken. Think about that in terms of everything you do.
This goes to relationships and things and hopes and
dreams and present and future activities. Do not allow Sa-

tan to fAisifto faith out of vy
o8l Weprealy nged. Oy i can coglennass. 4ng il is

¢ thgansyver to sin. Lived really lived by faith!

talked about 0

inguish all theWeésl aming ar -
phesians 6:16) .



LIFELINE NEWSLETTER PAGE 3

" TMISSIONNEWS
. BYRANONDALE

Parking lot info

Remember the fish that supplied the money for the temple tax, Matt 17:27? The IRS just

mi ght be the fish sent from God to supply
special stimulus tax credit for 2009. This credit is taken on line 63 form 1040, or line 40 form
1040A. You may be eligible for $400 - $800 of stimulus money you can give towards our
new parking lot. Construction starts the 1 %' of May . We must have $100,000 raised in
cash or promises by the end of April. Together we can do this easily, but without you it will
be difficult.

Please fill out your faith promise form and turn it in ASAP. Reminder, on Sunday March ™
we are going to work together to supply the materials money needed for the fences in the
new parking lot using our spare change, literally. | anticipate that more than enough will be
collected in just pennies, nickels, dimes, and quarters. As easy as that will be, collecting the
rest can be just as easy if we all do our part. God has provided the gift Terry and | will give
for the parking lot even in view of our recent retirement. It surprised me even though it
should not have. God has always been faithful.

The garage/parking lot sale will be held sometime in April; stay tuned and keep collecting for
it.

India Mission representative here Tuesday, March 2 "* at 7 p.m. in the
fireside room. Please come and find out what the Lord is doing in India.

Mission Trip July 17 -24

Join us in a short term mission trip to Ninos de Baja which is located just across the Mexi-
can Border close to Ensenada. You must have a valid passport to get back into the U.S.
and the process to obtain one takes a while, so if you want to go, please get your passport
now, and also contact Randal Dale.

Mi ssionb6s info

So much is happening with each of our supported missionaries and mission groups that | do
not have enough space to even mention a very little about each one of them in this newslet-
ter space each month. Starting soon, | plan on posting copies of the monthly newsletters on
bulletin boards in the hallway until | learn how to put them on our web site. Within a few
months | should have figured out how to keep them up-to-date and posted on our web site.
At that time the web site will be the primary location for all mission information.

your



March

BRINGING THE ARTS TO THE CHURCH FOR THESSAKE
OF CHRI ST6S KI NGDOM HERE TONSEARTH

This Worship Newsletter will also be avail-
able to you for download on the Worship &
Arts web page:

q Q What Does 2 Services mean for the www.santaclarachurch.com/ministries/worship
Worship Team Singers, Band, Tech., and 3l

others involved in any services? G et I nVO Ive

A. All Sunday morning rehearsals will be

held at 7:30am because of time constraints
to be finished at 8:45am

1 Q Where do | find out about anything go-
ing on in the Worship & Arts ministry?

A.

www.santaclarachurch.com/ministries/worship/

1 Q Any place else?

A.
/4
@ tuwitter K
:I__[a:a_a'x‘”J



http://www.santaclarachurch.com/ministries/worship
http://www.santaclarachurch.com/ministries/worship
http://scccworship.wordpress.com/
http://twitter.com/statuses/friends_timeline.rss
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?
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Finance Meeting
6:30pm

Tue

2

10am Keenagers

6:30pm - Alexander
Lifegroup

6:30pm - Wofford
Lifegroup

7pm CICM @ fireside

Wed

3

Fellowship Dinner
5:300 6:30pm

Classes for 1st5th
land youth 6th-12th
6:450 8:00pm

6

10-am
Ping Pong Fest

v

9am & 10:45 am
Worship Services

6pm Snider Lifegroup

8

9

10am Keenagers

6:30pm - Alexander
Lifegroup

6:30pm - Wofford
Lifegroup

10

Fellowship Dinner
5:306 6:30pm

Classes for 1st5th
and youth 6th-12th
6:450 8:00pm

11

12

Mends Retr
Grove Christian Cam

13

All Church Work Day
Bam4pm

Mends Retr
Grove Christian Cam

[an e,
14 ©w
CEPRING Abcao
Daylight Savings!
9am & 10:45 am
Worship Services
1pm Elders Meeting

6pm Snider Lifegroup

15

16

9am Keenagers @
e olde pancake house

6:30pm - Alexander
Lifegroup

6:30pm - Wofford
Lifegroup

17

Fellowship Dinner
5:306 6:30pm

Classes for 1st5th
and youth 6th-12th
6:450 8:00pm

18

19

Ladies Ahight
Craft Night 6pm

20

21

9am & 10:45 am
Worship Services

6pm Snider Lifegroup

22

23

10am Keenagers

6:30pm - Alexander
Lifegroup

6:30pm - Wofford
Lifegroup

24

Fellowship Dinner
5:300 6:30pm

Classes for 1st5th
and youth 6th-12th
6:458 8:00pm

25

26

'Youth 30 hour
famine

27

'Youth 30 hour
famine

28

9am & 10:45 am
Worship Services

1pm Elders Meeting
6pm Snider Lifegroup

29

30

10am Keenagers

6:30pm - Alexander
Lifegroup

6:30pm - Wofford
Lifegroup

31

Fellowship Dinner
5:306 6:30pm

Classes for 1st5th
and youth 6th-12th
6:450 8:00pm

eat
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VoLUME 10 Issuel

Does God Exist?
Building the Scientific Case

o0Do you really believe that \ibrabDelTgcket bel i eve is really real

Why am | here? What is the meaning of life? Can we prove the existence of God, or are we left to grapple in the
dark and take blind leaps of faith about what we believe?

Everyone asks these questions, and maybe you think you have the answers. But can you defend your beliefs when
peers and professors are challenging your worldview?

In TrueU: Does God Exist?Dr . St ephen Meyer plays a ophilosophical survi
one another in the quest to decide which one gives the best answer. Dr. Meyer helps you examine the evidence
and provides the tools needed to defend your faith and become world changers in an increasingly hostile culture.

Schedule:

9 March 7 The Toughest Test in College
9 March 14 Faith and Reason

f March2iiThe Big Bang Cosmology: o0The Finite Universeb
March28iThe Bi g Bang Cosmol ogy, Part 2: o0ln the Beginningo

91 April 4 i Easter Sundayfi No Meeting
9 Apil11dAThe Big Bang Cosmology, Part 3: OA Finely Tuned Uni ve

9 April 18 /i DNA by Design
April25ADNA by Design, Part 2: 0Doing the Matho

 May2AiDNA by Design, Part 3: olnformation and Intelligencebd
9 May 97 The Return of the God Hypothesis

9 May 16/ The Moral Necessity of Theism
May 23iThe Mor al Necessity of Thei sm, Part 2: 0We



